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Esperance powered by nearly 50% renewable energy
Friday, 27 May 2022

Horizon Power and Pacific Energy were joined by the Premier, Hon Mark McGowan and
Minister for Energy, Hon Bill Johnston to formally open the Shark Lake Renewables Hub in
Esperance and mark the official completion of the Esperance Power Project.

Horizon Power partnered with Australian-owned energy specialists, Pacific Energy, to deliver
the Esperance Power Project that will power Esperance with up to 50 per cent renewable
energy.

The new integrated power system combines a 4MW solar farm and two 4.5MW wind
turbines located at the renewables hub, with a 4MW battery energy storage system (BESS)
and a 22MW high-efficiency gas power station.

Horizon Power’s Chief Executive Officer, Stephanie Unwin, said renewable energy sources
are playing a pivotal role in a low carbon economy, and that this is just the beginning for
Esperance.

“The new Esperance power system has been designed to accommodate new technology to
ensure more renewable energy can be added to the system over the life of the assets,” Ms
Unwin said.

“The solar farm, which incorporates 8,900 PV panels, is the largest in the Horizon Power
renewable energy portfolio. The panels track the sun across the day, maximising output and,
combined with the wind turbines, will meet nearly half of Esperance’s power needs.”

“Horizon Power has long been at the forefront of renewable technology, and we are
committed to continue this tradition in Esperance, where renewable power and a
decarbonised future is as important to the community as it to us.”

“Pacific Energy has helped us to deliver this excellent outcome for our Esperance
customers, and we are pleased to have partnered with them on this important project."

Pacific Energy’s Chief Executive Officer, Jamie Cullen, echoed the sentiment, saying the
new Esperance power system was future-focused and would deliver the residents of
Esperance a cleaner, long-term solution.

“Pacific Energy came into this project with a clear vision to provide a solution that improved
efficiency and reduced the environmental impact of supplying power,” Mr Cullen said.

“The two new wind turbines will generate 60 per cent more wind power than the old wind
farms combined.”

“We are pleased to deliver a state-of-the-art renewables hub and high efficiency gas power
station that will cut carbon emissions by nearly 50 per cent, with the aim to improve on this
over the life of the system.”

Horizon Power and Pacific Energy worked with local contractors to construct the new
Esperance power system, which is projected to save the State Government $10 million
annually.
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Horizon Power media contact:

Call 1800 799 745
Email: media@horizonpower.com.au

Pacific Energy media contact:
Call: 0421213332
Email: communications@pacificenergy.com.au

About Horizon Power

Horizon Power is the West Australian Government’s regional and remote power provider.
We are passionate about what we do, and we strive to ensure our customers receive safe
and reliable power.

Our people and their families live in many of the regional and remote communities they
service and support. Spanning some 2.3 million square kilometres, this makes us
responsible for the largest geographical area of any Australian power provider.

We operate 38 power systems delivering power to more than 110,000 homes, communities,
and businesses. This includes 32 microgrids tailored to meet the unique needs of some of
the most isolated and remote communities in the world.

Horizon Power is making significant investments in developing its renewable energy
capability and expertise. It currently has a number of initiatives underway, exploring new
and innovative ways of providing our customers with more sustainable, affordable power.

For more information visit www.horizonpower.com.au.

About Pacific Energy

Pacific Energy Pty Ltd (formerly Contract Power and KPS) is a leading energy specialist
servicing mining companies and townships for over 40 years using multiple fuel technologies
that include and integrate gas, diesel, wind, solar and battery storage.

As one of Australia’s largest remote power station constructor and operator, Pacific Energy
Pty Ltd.’s in-house capabilities incorporate designing, building, owning, and operating mission-
critical remote power facilities under a full turnkey service model.

For more information visit www.pacificenergy.com.au
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